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SUBJECT: CONSITUTIONAL COUNCIL OKAYS EUROPEAN PARLIA- 
MENT VOTE 

REF: PARIS 33098 

SUMMARY: ON DECEMBER 30, FRENCH CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL 
DECLARED THAT GOVERNMENT S PROPOSAL TO ELECT FRENCH 
REPRESENTATIVES TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DIRECTLY THROUGH 
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE IS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE CONSTITU- 
TION OF 1958. THIS DECISION ASSURES THAT OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY OF GAULLISTS WILL VOTE FOR IMPLEMENTING LEGIS- 
LATION WHEN IT COMES BEFORE PARLIAMENT NEXT APRIL, THERE- 
BY ELIMINATING THIS ISSUE AS A MAJOR PROBLEM FOR GISCARD 
IN 1977. END SUMMARY 
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1 . THE COUNCIL'S DECISION, NO SURPRISE TO MOST OBSERVERS, 
NOW PUTS THE POLITICAL PROBLEM SQUARELY TO THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY, WHICH WILL DEBATE THE QUESTION OF DIRECT ELEC- 
TIONS IN THE SPRING SESSION BEGINNING APRIL 2. THE 
POLITICS OF THAT DEBATE ARE FAIRLY CLEAR (REFTEL): 

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE COMMUNISTS, WHO MAINTAIN THEIR 
TOTAL OPPOSITION TO THE ENTIRE EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE, ALL 
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PARTIES, INCLUDING MOST GAULLIST DEPUTIES, WILL VOTE FOR 
THE BILL. THE GAULLISTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN ASSURED THAT 
THE ELECTION WILL BE IN THE FORM OF PROPORTIONAL REPRE- 
SENTATION SO AS TO AVOID DIVIDING FRANCE INTO REGIONS FOR 
THIS PURPOSE. ALTHOUGH THE OUTCOME OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATE IS CLEAR, WHAT IS FAR LESS CLEAR IS THE WAY IN 
WHICH THE EUROPEAN ISSUES WILL AFFECT THE DIFFERENT 
POLITICAL PARTIES INTERNALLY. 

2. VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF SEVERAL POLITICAL PARTIES HAVE 
WASTED NO TIME IN MAKING QUITE CLEAR THAT THEY WILL RE- 
SPECT NO PARTY TIES IN THEIR EFFORTS TO ARGUE AGAINST 
FURTHER EUROPEANIZATION. THE PS LEFTWING CERES SEEKS TO 
DIFFERENTIATE ITSELF FROM THE MAIN BODY OF THE PS WHICH 
WILL VOTE IN FAVOR OF THE BILL. GAULLIST ELDER STATES- 
MAN ALEXANDRE SANGUINETTI SAYS THAT HE WILL TAKE HIS 
OBJECTION AS FAR AS A "RUPTURE'' WITH THE RPR, BUT IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT ANY RPR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, INCLUDING 
MICHEL DEBRE, WILL GO THAT FAR. AS FOR THE COMMUNISTS, 

THE REAL ISSUE IS THE EXTENT TO WHICH AN INTEGRATED 
EUROPE COULD BE "THE TOOL THROUGH WHICH AN AMERICAN- 
GERMAN COMBINE WILL DIRECT FRANCE'S DESTINY." WHILE ALL 
OF THESE POSITIONS WILL PROVIDE INTERESTING NEWS COPY 
FOR THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THE ISSUE HAS CLEARLY BEEN 
ELIMINATED AS A POSSIBLE SOURCE OF GRIEF TO GISCARD AND 
HIS GOVERNMENT. NOR WILL IT DIVIDE THE FRAGILE GOVERN- 
MENTAL MAJORITY IN THE ELECTORAL PERIOD. 
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